
1 

Indiana-Kentucky Conference News 

IKC Newsletter 
 

Indiana-Kentucky Conference 
United Church of Christ 

1100 West 42 nd Street, Suite 350 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46208 

 
March 2010 

 
Mission Trip to Chile Article 
 
On Feb. 12, a group of 10 Indiana-Kentucky Conference members flew 
to Chile where they met Elena Huegel, our Global Ministry missionary 
in Chile. During the 10 day stay, the group traveled with Elena and 
visited the Shalom Center, in the Andes Mountains and partnered with 
the Pentecostal Church of Chile.  
 
Jessica Lambertson of St. Johns UCC in Vincennes, Ind. was among 
the group that traveled to Chile and served as their translator. “I went 
into this trip with a very open mind,” said Ms. Lambertson. “I had 
absolutely no idea what to expect, and because of that I think I came 
away with a lot more!” 
 
“While at the Shalom Center, I was able to open my heart to God and really listen,” said 
Lambertson. “Until now, I was like many 23 year olds; I was struggling with my faith and the role God 
played in my life. Through my experiences, not only was I able to renew my faith in God, I actually 
received a call to work in the missionary field.” 

Communicating was somewhat of a challenge because most of the group was not fluent in Spanish, 
but according to the mission team coordinator, Scott Jacobson of St. John’s (Southport) UCC in 
Indianapolis, Ind. “Smiles and a humble attitude go a long way towards cultivating communication.” 
(Continued on Pg. 3) 

One Great Hour of Sharing Helps Earthquake Victims in Chile 
 
By John Krueger, Interim Associate Conference Minister 
 
One week ago a delegation of 10 people from this Conference 
concluded a remarkable pilgrimage to Chile, forging new ties between 
the United Church of Christ, this Conference and our ecumenical 
partner, the Pentecostal Church of Chile. For 10 days, we had traveled 
from Santiago to places like Talca, the Shalom Center in the foothills of 
the Andes Mountains and the small community of San Javier, coming to 
know our UCC missionary, Elena Huegel, her exceptional companions 
there and members of the two congregations with which we 
worshipped. You can imagine our disbelief as we awakened on Saturday 
morning to the news of an earthquake in Chile with a magnitude of 8.8 – 
500 times more powerful than the one that devastated Haiti. We had been within 65 miles of the 
epicenter! (Continued on Pg. 3) 
 
 

IKC members, Shalom Center staff 
and campers pose for a picture in 
front of the Shalom Center. Photo by 
John Krueger 

View of the Andes Mountains in 
Chile. Photo by John Krueger 
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God and Human Suffering 

 
By Stephen C. Gray, Conference Minister 
 
A voice says, “Cry!” and I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass and all its 
beauty like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades…but 
the word of our God will stand for ever.” Isaiah 40: 6-8 
 
One of the most difficult questions to be posed in the Christian faith is why 
there is so much human suffering in a world that we claim is created by a 
loving and caring God. To wit: during the months of January and February, 
we have been witnesses to suffering on a massive scale. Simply consider 
the facts: 

·  The earthquake in Haiti on Jan. 12 resulted in the deaths of over 200,000 people leaving 3 
million in need of emergency aid. This has happened in a country where 80% live in poverty. 

·  In Chile, the earthquake and tsunami of Feb. 27 has claimed over 1,000 lives, leaving 500,000 
homes destroyed or damaged, and 1 million people displaced. 

·  March 6-13 some 30 workers and friends of Immanuel UCC and Pleasant Run UCC, 
Indianapolis return to Biloxi, Miss. to continue reconstruction of homes damaged and 
destroyed in 2005 by Hurricane Katrina. 

 
How can this happen in a world created and sustained by a loving and caring God? In his book, God 
of Human Suffering, theologian Douglas John Hall identifies two basic affirmations of the Christian 
faith. First, suffering is real and is the lot of all humanity…” all flesh is grass. “But secondly, suffering is 
not the last word about the human condition and must not become our ultimate preoccupation, for “the 
word of our God will stand forever.” 
 
“What becomes difficult is to sustain both affirmations. For there is a profound tension between them! 
What common human spirituality would prefer,” says Hall, “is to resolve the tension once and for all” 
either in a shallow optimism in which faith becomes an escape from the difficult facts of life or in a 
shallow pessimism that refuses to acknowledge the mystery that life transcends death (p. 21). It is a 
reminder of Alfred North Whitehead’s dictum: “Seek simplicity…and distrust it!” 
 
There is a symbol in the Christian faith that expresses this tension between these two affirmations of 
suffering and life transcending suffering. It is the symbol of the cross. Jesus did not die in a nursing 
home. He died on a cross in pain and suffering. But the pain and suffering did not have the final word. 
It is through the cross that we have received the promise that the life God has given us will never end. 
 
I do not know why suffering is part of the human journey and why for some it is much worse than for 
others. But what I do know that is that in Jesus Christ, God has “come to us and shared our common 
lot” and that through the cross, God has “conquered sin and death and reconciled the world to 
himself.” 
 
Whatever will befall us, or our neighbor, we know that through the cross that God has laid a claim on 
us – a claim that will never end. 
 
 

We are currently looking for a new name for our new conference newsletter. If you have any 
suggestions for a new name please send them to the editor, Nikki Cassell, at 
n.cassell@ikcucc.org by the end of March. Look for our newly-named newsletter next month. 



3 

Indiana-Kentucky Conference News 

 
One Great Hour of Sharing (Continued From Pg. 1) 
  

We have now learned that those who so graciously hosted us and offered us hospitality 
are alive and well and are seeking ways to provide aid and comfort to those who lost 
homes and are without food and water. Our gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing are 
enabling us to be there in tangible ways, addressing basic human needs and assuring 
the Chileans that they are not alone in their suffering. Special gifts can be sent to the 
Conference office, marked “Chile Earthquake & Tsunami” and they will be sent on their 

way. In the meantime, join folk from all over the world as we pray for these brothers and sisters, 
especially for those who have become so dear to us. May the God of compassion and hope hover 
over the efforts to bind up the wounds and restore the lives of so many. 
 
Trip to Chile (Continued From Pg. 1) 
 
Rev. Diane Snowa, Volunteer Staff for the IKC Women’s Board and 
member of the IKC delegation to Chile said, “It is amazing how much 
dialogue and conversation can happen using body language and words 
with common Latin roots. The Chileans were more than eager to work with 
us to bring about an understanding of the thoughts we wanted to convey, 
and visa versa.” 

According to Jacobson, a major component of the trip was to build 
relationships and strengthen the connection between the IKC and the 
Pentecostal Church of Chile. He says they were very successful in this, 
“even better than expected or hoped.” 

Lambertson agrees with Jacobson, “I never realized how powerful a trip this short could be. Not only 
did I form important relationships with Chile, the Church, and the Shalom Center, I also built what I 
expect will be life long friendships. I was able to share my heart with the Chileans as well as the other 
delegation members in a way I have not been able to in the US. I worry about them (the Chileans) 
constantly in light of the tragic earthquake that hit the area only four days after we left.” 

Rev. Snowa was drawn to the experience of the worship and celebration of the Chilean people. “The 
ethos of Chilean life is one of hospitality and politeness,” said Rev. Snowa. “The worship is 
celebration. I can still hear the violins at San Javier, the saxophone at the radio station, the castanets 
in Talca.’”  

“The Pentecostal Church of Chile celebrates their faith with exuberance and song,” said 
Lambertson. “The services are long, at least two hours each, but they never got boring. I felt excited 
to worship within the church. One of the largest ways they worship is through song. The music of the 
Pentecostal Church of Chile is just incredible!”  

The general consensus among members of the IKC delegation was one of admiration for the worship 
of the Chilean people. “I love their openness and willingness to show their love for their family and 
friends,” said Jacobson. “They are not ashamed to talk about God or to walk through the streets 
singing songs on the way to church. I really appreciated their closeness with each other and with 
God.”  

“How inspiring!” said Lambertson about the Chileans. “The young church members were so open with 
their faith. They expressed their devotion in real and honest ways. I think the delegation took so many 
life lessons from the amazing people we met. I just hope we were able to leave a small impact on 
them!” 

Members of the Pentecostal 
Church of Chile celebrate with 
music. Photo by John Krueger 
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Survey to Help Communications & Technology Taskforc e Better Serve Churches 
 
To help assess the technology availability within churches in the Conference, the Communications 
and Technology Taskforce created a survey. The Conference will be sending out an e-mail with a link 
to take the survey online to all clergy and lay members that they have e-mail addresses for. The 
online survey is hosted by SurveyMonkey and is very quick to take and easy to use. It is designed to 
take five minutes or less to complete and will give the taskforce more information about what 
technology is or is not available to each church. 
 
Included in the March Mid-Month Mailing, you will find a paper version of the survey that can be 
completed and mailed or faxed to the Conference office. The paper survey includes the same 
questions as the online one, in a format that can be used by churches and clergy that do not have 
email or internet access. Paper surveys need to be returned to the Conference office by Mon. April 5, 
2010, but the online survey will stay open until Mon., April 12, 2010. 

IKC Pastor Involved In Haiti Earthquake Relief 

Rev. Michael Roth, Co-Pastor of Saron United Church of Christ in Linton, Ind., 
journeyed to Haiti on Jan. 22. Saron UCC has a mission partnership in Haiti 
made possible through Habitat for Humanity and Rotary International contacts 
and had a mission trip planned for Jan. 28.  

Following the recent earthquake, the scheduled mission trip was cancelled 
and Michael learned there was a need for water filtration systems. “When it 
happened, I knew I was going to take the opportunity,” said Roth. Michael 
was able to acquire two filtration systems through New Life International and 
was invited to travel to Homestead Air Force Base for transportation to Haiti 
by the Air Force on Jan. 22.  

Each system weighs only about 60 pounds and unassembled, fits into a 
single 25-gallon Rubbermaid tote. It is also very inexpensive, using salt to purify the water. One pound 
of salt, at full capacity filters 74,000 gallons a day, according to Roth. “The two water filtration systems 
were set up at two different refugee camps, each with 5,000-6,000 people in them and are 
successfully working,” said Roth.  

While in Haiti, Roth helped in many other areas as well. He helped arrange and set up shelter tents 
for about 2,500 orphans. He handed out food to tens of thousands of people. According to Roth, there 
are “probably 60 makeshift hospitals in Port-au-Prince… none of them inside.” He worked at three 
different hospitals during his time where he says he was able to contribute – even helped deliver a 
baby. “One woman at the hospital, had not eaten the food I brought her from the previous day… when 
I saw this, I realized she had no family or friends left and couldn’t feed herself,” said Roth.  

Roth relates his feelings about his calling to go to Haiti early in the aftermath of the earthquake to the 
story of Father Damien. Father Damien was the Catholic priest who cared for and ministered to the 
leprosy patients in Hawaii. Roth quoted Father Damien in saying, “if God is real He has be in a place 
like this.”  

“I am very proud of being a UCC Pastor down there and what the churches are doing there,” said 
Roth. “We are taking the Gospel and literally feeding the weak and comforting widows. We are not 
just saying it, but doing it.” 

Gifts to the UCC Haiti Earthquake Relief Fund provide support which incorporates all of our partners, including 
Church World Service, ACT Alliance, IMA World Health, Habitat International, Global Ministries and others.  

Rev. Mike Roth installed 
two water filtration 
systems in Haiti. Photo 
by Mike Roth 


