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Conference Newsletter Gets an Overhaul

The Indiana-Kentucky Conference is moving forward with communications and transitioning from
the paper version of the I-K Collage to a new soon-to-be e-newsletter. With this transition comes
the opportunity for many improvements and more effective communication from the Conference.

Not only is an electronic version of the newsletter more eco-friendly and “green,” but it also
provides a more efficient means of communication for the Conference. The new e-newsletter will
be e-mailed directly to a contact within each church and received immediately, rather than waiting
on the mailing to be received through traditional mail.

As we transition to this e-newsletter, look for a change in the format as well. The Mid-Month
Mailing will be combined into the newsletter, saving paper and making information easier to find.
(Newsletter Continued On Pg. 3)

New Interim Associate Conference Minister Takes Off ice

We are pleased to announce that Rev. John Krueger has been hired as
| the part-time Interim Associate Conference Minister for the Indiana-
Kentucky Conference, UCC. Rev. Krueger began in the position on
January 19, 2010.

Krueger is a 1960 graduate of Lakeland College, Sheboygan, Wis., and
a 1963 graduate of United Theological Seminary in New Brighton,
Minn. Rev. Krueger was ordained in 1963 at Immanuel UCC, Lafayette,
Ind. (Interim Associate Continued On Pg. 3)

Conference Gains Communications Coordinator

We are pleased to announce that Nikki Cassell has joined the Indiana-Kentucky
Conference staff in the new position of Communications Coordinator. Ms. Cassell
began this new position on Tues., Feb. 2, 2010. She will be working Monday-
Friday, 9 am-2:30 pm.

Cassell is a graduate of Brownsburg High School and Indiana University-Purdue
University Indianapolis (IUPUI), Class of 2008, with a BA in Journalism (with
public relations & business concentrations). (Communications Coordinator
Continued On Pg. 3)
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Thomas Merton: Lenten Companion
By Stephen C. Gray, Conference Minister

In this, my final Lent as your Conference Minister, | will pull from my
book shelf for my daily devotional an old favorite: New Seeds of
Contemplation by Thomas Merton. It is a well worn volume with
numerous page corners turned down, sentences and paragraphs
underlined and responses scribbled in the margins. | have read it
several times.

It is appropriate that | should turn to Merton. In political jargon, he is

what we, in the Indiana-Kentucky Conference, might call a “favorite

son.” From 1941 until his death in 1968 he lived near Bardstown,
Ky. at the Abbey of Gethsemani, a Trappist monastery that continues to welcome spiritual
seekers to this day. Bellarmine College, located in Louisville, Ky., is home to the Merton Center
which now houses over 50,000 items and is the largest Merton collection in the world.

One of the most prolific spiritual writers of the 20" century, Thomas Merton wrote more than 70
books, mostly on spirituality, as well as scores of essays, poems and reviews. Even more
remarkable than the volume of his writing was its depth and breadth. Reflecting a pre-Vatican Il
Roman Catholic orthodoxy in his first, and most published book, The Seven Story Mountain,
Merton, at the end of his life, was a key spokesperson for racial justice and peace as well as a
keen proponent of interfaith understanding.

At the heart of his writing is a continual recognition and reflection on the divine mystery of God'’s
presence and our limited, if not paltry, attempts to articulate who God is. Merton writes, “Every
one of us forms an idea of Christ that is limited and incomplete. It is cut according to our own
measure. We tend to create for ourselves a Christ in our own image, a projection of our own
aspirations, desires and ideals. We find in Him what we want to find. And we make Him not only
the incarnation of God but also the incarnation of the things we and our society and our part of
society happen to live for.” (New Seeds of Contemplation, pgs. 155-156)

Concerning his years of writing and Christian reflection, Merton writes: “Whatever | may have
written, | think it all can be reduced in the end to this one root truth: that God calls human persons
to union with Himself and with one another in Christ, in the Church which is his Mystical Body. It
is also a witness to the fact that there is and must be, in the church, a contemplative life which
has no other function than to realized these mysterious things, and return to God all the thanks
and praise that human hearts can give Him. It is certainly true that | have written about more than
just the contemplative life. | have articulately resisted attempts to have myself classified as an
‘inspirational writer.” But if | have written about interracial justice, or thermonuclear weapons, it is
because these issues are terribly relevant to one great truth: that man is called to live as a child of
God. Man must respond to this call to live in peace with all his brothers and sisters in the One
Christ.”(Excerpt from “Concerning the Collection | the Bellarmine Library”)

If you have no other plans for Lenten reflection, consider one of Thomas Merton’s many volumes.
“As a magnifying glass concentrates the rays of the sun into a little burning knot of heat that can
set fire to a dry leaf or a piece of paper, so the mystery of Christ in the Gospel concentrates the
rays of God’s light and fire to a point that sets fire to the human spirit.” (New Seeds of
Contemplation, pg. 150)

May you experience the “mystery of Christ... and the rays of God’s light” this Lenten Season.
Indiana-Kentucky Conference News



Newsletter (Continued From Pg. 1)

Look for more articles on local congregations and their impact on the communities around them
and the Conference. Also, look for important news from the IKC office and the national UCC
office.

We are currently looking for a new name for our new conference newsletter. If you have any
suggestions for a new name please send them to the editor, Nikki Cassell, at
n.cassell@ikcucc.org by March 1%. Look for our newly-named newsletter next month.

Interim Associate (Continued From Pg. 1)

Following his first pastorate at First Congregational Church, UCC, in Appleton, Minn. (1963-
1968), John served two churches in the Indiana-Kentucky Conference: Grace United Church of
Christ in Culver, Ind. (1968-1975), and as the new church start pastor for Peace United Church of
Christ in Fort Wayne, Ind. (1975-1991). From 1991 — 2003, Rev. Krueger served the Kansas-
Oklahoma Conference as their conference minister.

During his ministry, Rev. Krueger served as the Chair of the Indiana-Kentucky Conference Board
of Directors (1970-1975), Moderator of General Synod 15 in Ames, lowa (1985) and various other
committees and boards in the national setting of the United Church of Christ. Since 2008, he has
been serving as the Chair of the Board of Directors of United Church Homes in Ohio. In 2009,
Rev. Krueger began serving as Minister of Conference Relations, Pension Boards, United Church
of Christ.

John and his wife, Pat, retired in 2003 in Greenfield, Ind. Since that time, he has served as the
interim minister for First United Church in Bloomington, Ind., and St. John’s (Southport) UCC in
Indianapolis, Ind. He and his wife are members of St. John (Cumberland) United Church of Christ
in Indianapolis. They have three married children and ten grandchildren living in Ohio and
Indiana.

John will work with Conference Minister, Rev. Stephen Gray, from the Conference office in
Indianapolis. Rev. Krueger may be reached at 317-924-1395 or |.krueger@ikcucc.org.

We welcome John to the IKC staffl

Communications Coordinator  (Continued From Pg. 1)

She has a variety of public relations and communications experience including working at the
U.S. Small Business Administration, the Hendricks County Community Foundation and the
Indianapolis Convention & Visitors Association. Her references were all extremely positive and
they all confidently recommended her as someone qualified for this position.

Carrying out the vision of the Conference to develop communications using today’s technology
while being user-friendly is a large part of her position. She will be updating the website and will
be the new editor of the IKC newsletter and transitioning to the new e-newsletter.

We are looking forward to working with Nikki as we move the electronic communication capability
of the Conference forward into the 20" Century... and eventually into the 21% Century!

Please take a moment next week to welcome Nikki to the Conference! Her e-mail is
n.cassell@ikcucc.org.
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One Great Hour of Sharing... What is it?

Under the large umbrella of Our Churches Wider Mission falls the One Great
Hour of Sharing special mission offering of the United Church of Christ. Through
this special offering we spread God’s message of love and hope to people in
need throughout more than 80 countries, including the US.

Phyllis Richards, program associate with Global Sharing of Resources says, “One Great Hour of
Sharing is one of the four Special Mission Offerings of the United Church of Christ. Through this
offering, gifts help support people around the world, all year long, when faced with natural or
human-caused disasters. Internationally, the offering supports health, education, agricultural
initiatives, and more.”

To make this possible the UCC partners with other churches and international organizations to
provide “sources of clean water and food, education and health care, small business micro-credit,
emergency relief and advocacy resettlement for refugees and displaced persons.” The OGHS
special offering also helps support ministries for disaster preparedness and response. (OGHS
website)

A total of nine Christian denominations participate in One Great Hour of Sharing, working
together to share ideas and costs. Each of the denominations receives and manages its own
OGHS offerings.

“One Great Hour of Sharing funds are used to respond to disasters approximately every 2.5 days.
Because of support to Our Churches Wider Mission, 100% of funds given for disaster relief efforts
are used for the specific disaster. While many UCC Churches supported the Haiti Earthquake
Relief Efforts, and we thank you, support directly to the offering is needed,” says Richards.

On average, OGHS special offerings total $3 million annually with approximately 70 percent of
UCC congregations participating in the offering.

According to the OGHS website, “More than 60 percent of the UCC's offering supports
international development initiatives, including annual support for approximately six missionaries
working in health care, education and agricultural development. Gifts are also used for disaster
preparedness and response, refugee and immigration advocacy and assistance, and disaster and
refugee related volunteer initiatives.”

“Funding decisions are made by asking our worldwide
mission partners, ‘What would you have us do with you?’
The United Church of Christ responds as a member of
ecumenical organizations such as Church World Service
and Action by Churches Together, International. We also
support the direct mission efforts of churches and church-
based organizations with whom the United Church of Christ
and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) have direct
partnerships with through Global Ministries. Nearly one-third
of the UCC's offering is shared through Church World
Service to support refugee, disaster, development and
advocacy programs.” (OGHS website)
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You can contribute to the OGHS offering through your local UCC congregation. The
recommended date for this special offering is March 14, but some congregations may choose to
collect earlier than this.

All funds received by local congregations are sent in to the Conference office and then forwarded
to the national office. While members are encouraged to participate through their local
congregation, online contributions can be made by visiting the OGHS website at
www.ucc.org/oghs.

feed my sheep
2010 Theme, Scripture Reference John 21:15-17

In Jesus’ last conversation with the disciples after His resurrection; He repeated the same
message three times: If you love Me, take care of the people | love. Jesus had given up
everything to care for ordinary people. He called on His followers to now make a tangible
difference in the lives of others. (John 21:15-17)

When you make a gift to One Great Hour of Sharing, you actively participate in tending God’s
flock throughout the world. Your gift brings shelter, food, water, and medical supplies to disaster
survivors. You help refugees find safe shelter and begin to build new lives. You aid impoverished
communities in securing dependable sources of food and clean water. And you help provide
medical care and education that strengthen bodies and minds and create brighter futures.

Taken from the 2010 Bulletin Insert

Immanuel UCC, Highland Welcomes New Pastor

Pastor Dan Gansch-Boythe was recently welcomed into his new church, Immanuel United
Church of Christ, Highland, Ind. “We moved into Immanuel's parsonage during the blizzard on
January 7,” says Gansch-Boythe. His pastoral role at Immanuel began with Worship on Sun.,
Jan. 17, 2010.

Gansch-Boythe began pastoral ministry at the Evangelical Covenant Church, Paxton, lll., in 1979.
In 1989, he transferred his ordination standing to the lllinois Conference of the United Church of
Christ after being called to serve as pastor of Plymouth Congregational Church, UCC, in
Chillicothe, lll., where he says he met and married his wife, Pam. In 1994, they moved to
Mendon, lll., where he served the First Congregational Church, UCC. In 1999, the couple moved
to Minonk, lll., where Dan and Pam served together at St. Paul's UCC until Dan was called to
Immanuel, Highland.

“Immanuel is the first church | have served in the I-K Conference,” says Dan. “Pam, who has
Licensed Pastor standing in the Eastern Association of the lllinois Conference, will explore
options with our new association Committee on Ministry.”

A self-described farm boy from Western Pennsylvania, Dan moved to Chicago in 1973 to attend
seminary and has lived in the Midwest ever since. His wife, Pam, grew up near Peoria, lll. They
have daughters living in Chicago, Peoria and Denver, Col. and grandchildren in Peoria and
Denver.

“Immanuel is a warm and gracious congregation,” says Dan. “We have been welcomed well into
our new home (and) our new congregational family. Moving from a rural setting to this suburban
setting is a transition we are enjoying.”
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