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IKC Office Makeover Underway  

Thank you to all who donated to the IKC Office Makeover Fund. The new carpet has been installed and 
fresh new paint is on the walls! 

“Our remodeling process is an ongoing project, but the paint and carpet have already made a huge 
difference in the way the office looks and feels,” says Dennise Nordholt, Conference Registrar and 
Search and Call Coordinator. 

Help Restore Homes for Flood Victims at an IKC Summ er Workcamp 
 
On Mothers' Day in 2009, Jackson, Ky. was hit by a devastating flood, totaling an estimated $2 million in 
damage. About 40 homes in Jackson were washed down the mountainside during the flood with many 
footbridges going from roads to the homes being washed away as well. This resulted in nearly 900 
FEMA assistance registrations in the Jackson area following the flood. 
  
From June 13 - 26, the Indiana-Kentucky Conference is hosting a workcamp comprised of volunteers 
from the Conference and friends to help with the flood recovery. Workcamp volunteers will stay in a 
church, sleeping on the floor or cots, cooking meals and showering in that building or at a nearby armory.  
 
John Gantt, an experienced workcamp director will be running the camp. Volunteers may attend for any 
or all of the days. Most groups plan to attend about a week, but some people attending for the first time 
may want to "try out" workcamping for three or four days.   
 
“Most of the work will be tearing up and putting down new flooring, working on foundations, replacing the 
underpinnings on the mobile homes and probably some drywall and painting to be done inside the 
homes,” says MaryAnna Speller, chair of the IKC Disaster Preparedness and Response Ministry Team 
for our Conference. 
 
Workers usually eat a hearty breakfast, pack their lunches, drive to the worksites, and work until about 4 
or 5pm. After a big evening meal, there will be worship time, discussion of the day's work and planning 
for the next day. (Continued on Pg. 3) 
 
Stillspeaking Viral Ad Gets National Attention 

“The Language of God,” the new Stillspeaking commercial was launched on April 16, 2010 through 
YouTube, email blasts, Facebook and Twitter. The launch of the video had so many views or hits that 
YouTube flagged the video, stopping the view counter thinking that the traffic was computer generated 
traffic, not legitimate viewing. The video also received national media attention, landing spots in the 
Cleveland Plain Dealer and in the Huffington Post and Washington Post blogs. View the video at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ZAQ2-hpQoo&feature=player_embedded, or on the IKC Website 
www.ikcucc.org.  
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Perfection 
 

By Stephen C. Gray, Conference Minister 
 
“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” Matt. 5:48 
NSRV 
 
In my early childhood I labored under the illusion that what “Christianity” 
was all about was producing people that were “perfect…..as our heavenly 
Father is perfect.” Not only did it mean getting a perfect attendance 
badge for each year of Sunday school, but it meant doing what your 
parents expected of you, following all the rules of “good behavior,” getting 
all A’s in school, being a law abiding citizen and doing what your country 
expected of you.  
 

To this day, I still think that is the misconception that many people and certain elements of the press 
have about the Christian faith. Christianity is supposed to be about results and producing people who 
properly follow the rules! 
 
But after a nearly failed attempt at calculus, some fairly predictable, if misguided, teenage behavior and 
rebellion against the Viet Nam war, I came to realize that my previous definition of “perfection” with the 
Christian life did not seem to hold water. This has only been reinforced by my experience as an older 
adult. 
 
Over time I have come to recognize that the problem was as much one of translation as it was one of 
conception. What is translated, “be perfect… as your heavenly Father is perfect” in the New Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible is rendered in the New English Version, “There must be no limit to your 
goodness, as your heavenly Father’s goodness knows no bounds.” The New English translation puts a 
different spin on the matter! 
 
But the translation that now makes the most sense to me is one that is suggested by Kathleen Norris. 
“Grow in spiritual maturity as your heavenly Father is spiritually mature.”  
 
To “be perfect,” in the sense that Jesus suggested it, means that we need to leave room for growth and 
for the new understandings that will lead us to maturity. To “be perfect” does not mean to be free from 
sin, but to recognize that sin abounds in our own individual lives and in our corporate lives – because of, 
or in spite of ourselves! To “be perfect” means to acquire over time the wisdom of just how truly 
dependent we are on God’s forgiveness and grace. It is to learn just how much God is God – and just 
how much we are not God! 
 
Norris continues, “Perfection, in a Christian sense, means becoming mature enough to give ourselves to 
others. Whatever we have, no matter how little it seems, is something that can be shared with those who 
are poorer. This sort of perfection demands that we become fully ourselves as God would have us: 
mature, ripe, full, ready for what befalls us, for whatever is to come.” (Amazing Grace, p. 57) 
 
“Grow in spiritual maturity as your heavenly Father is spiritually mature.” May it be so for each of us. 
 
 
 

If you have any suggestions for story ideas about your church,  
please send them to the editor,  

Nikki Cassell, at n.cassell@ikcucc.org. 
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Merom Summer Camps Build Heroes 

This year’s theme for Merom Summer Camps is “Being a Hero, Living Life Jesus.” Through this theme, 
campers will explore the characteristics of heroes and learn how they can become heroes too.  

2010 Merom Summer Camp Dates: 

June 14-19 Faith Journeys (3rd grade to 2010 grads)  
June 20-26 All Ages 2 (3rd grade to 2010 grads)  
June 20-26 Adventure Camp (High school +)  
June 27-30 Grade 3-4-5  
June 30-July 4 Backstage Pass (8th grade - 2010 grads)  
July 4-10 Creative Spirit (6th grade to 2010 grads)  
July 7-10 Just You & Me, Kid (age 4+)  
July 11-17 Tri-Level (4th grade - 2010 grads)  
July 18-24 All Ages 1 & 3 (3rd grade - 2010 grads) 
 

 
Summer Workcamps (Cont’d. From Pg. 1)  
 
“The cost is $95 per week or $20 per day,” says MaryAnna. 
“These fees cover the use of the church, food, background 
checks, and sometimes, a few of the supplies. We ask the 
churches and work groups to raise funds to pay for building 
materials. We also encourage folks who can not attend to 
contribute money to pay for supplies. A few of the flood 
survivors will have some funds to pay for materials, but most will 
not have any money.” 
  
Kentucky was hit hard with flooding again in August of 2009, 
when flood waters damaged homes in Louisville. The second 

IKC Workcamp, July 27-July 10, will be repairing homes that were damaged in the August 2009 flood in 
Louisville where there were more than 12,000 applications for FEMA assistance.  
 
During the second camp, volunteers will be staying at St. Stephen's UCC in Louisville and sleeping on 
floors or cots. The work in Louisville will be mostly drywall and flooring. There will some minimal 
foundation work and the need to build low retaining walls. 
   
“In the middle of the two weeks in Louisville is the July 4 holiday,” says MaryAnna. “We are hoping that 
some folks, who find it difficult to take off work for a week, might want to join in the effort for a long 
weekend.” 
 
We accept youth age 12 and older in groups, as long as there is sufficient adult leadership. The younger 
and more inexperienced the youth, the higher ratio of adults to youth. It is good to have both male and 
female adult leadership with each group. All skill levels are needed – handymen/women, skilled 
craftsmen/women, drivers, cooks, clean-up people.   
  
Neither of these disaster relief areas have any paid staff; these are all-volunteer efforts – from the case 
managers, to the volunteer managers, to the construction managers. 
   

Workers repair a roof during a past IKC 
Work Camp. 

To register for a Workcamp or more information, contact MaryAnna Speller  
(317)736-8707 or (317)409-3993 or maryannaspeller@gmail.com. 

To register for a camp, fill out the yellow 
registration packet found inside the 2010 
Summer Camp Guide. Mail completed 
packet along with payment to: 
 
Camp Registrar 
Merom Conference Center 
PO Box 127 
Merom, IN 47861 



4 

Indiana-Kentucky Conference News 

IKC 2010 Annual Meeting Workshops 
 
Stewardship in the Church (Offered Both Days) – Join us as we search for ways to do stewardship and learn 
its importance 
 
“Merom” (Offered Both Days) - Come and hear about the multiple opportunities and ways that Merom 
Conference Center can enrich and deepen your faith 
 
Safe Church Policies and Procedures (Offered Both Days) – How to put together a set of standards and 
procedures to protect the children of the church 
 
Faith Practices (Offered Friday Only) - “Practicing Our Faith” is imperative for living our Christian lives – 
experience this new UCC resource for many settings in congregational life 
    
Stewardship: Gift Planning and Endowment Overview (Offered Saturday Only) - Do you want your church to 
be prepared to receive an estate gift? Take the fear out of a planned giving program 
 
Chile 2010 – A Mission to Build Bonds and Transform Relationships (Offered Both Days) – A discussion and 
presentation of the IKC’s Inaugural “Ministry Presence” journey to Chile in February 2010  
 
Food Resource Bank (Offered Both Days) – Discover how IKC churches are participating in the Foods 
Resource Bank – a global, grassroots community dedicated to ending world hunger 
 
Leadership, Leadership, Leadership (Offered Friday Only) – Leading change and living to tell the story. Dealing 
with resistance, practice, strategies, skills of leadership in congregations (clergy and lay) 
 
The Book of Acts for the Church Today (Offered Saturday Only) – The importance of Acts in our post-
Christendom era with a close look at the God is Still Speaking Acts Bible Study, designed for small group use 
in congregations 
 
Growing Injustice: Immigration and Public Education (Offered Friday Only) - What do our laws/important court 
decisions say about opportunity for English language learners in public schools? 
 
What Can We in the Church Do to Ensure Justice is Done When No Child Left Behind is Left Behind? 
(Offered Saturday Only) –What are the priorities the UCC has been lifting up for the reauthorization of the 
federal education law 
 
Becoming a Transforming Church Through Technology (Offered Both Days) – Content and ideas for effective 
Website, use of Facebook and other social networking tools (blogs, twitter & email blasts) 
 
Standing in the Gap: Addressing Stress and Depression in the Pulpit and Pew (Offered Both Days) – This two 
part workshop will explore congregational ministry with those who feel isolated or burned out by stress and 
depression 
 
Your Military Chaplains: Who, Why, What and Where They Are and How You Can Support and Encourage 
Their Ministry (Offered Both Days) – Learn the importance of their ministry to all those (including your church 
members) who help defend the freedoms we so enjoy in our country 
 
The EKvW and Our IKC Young Ambassadors (Offered Both Days) – Information for this next generation, 
enrolling now to host the summer of 2011 and travel to Germany in 2012 
 
Sing! Prayer and Praise (Offered Friday Only) – Session of singing and praising God using the new songs 
and choruses found in “Sing! Prayer and Praise”  
 
IKC Annual Meeting Choir (Offered Saturday Only) – Everyone is invited to be part of the Annual Meeting 
Choir 


